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Prolog 

The insignia of the great Japanese Empire is 
composed of three treasures which have been 
considered sacred, and guarded with jealous care 
from time immemorial. These are the Yatano-no- 
Kagami or the Mirror of Yata, the Yasakami-no- 
Magatama or the Jewel of Yasakami, and the 
Murakumo-no-Tsurugi or the Sword of Murakumo. 

Of these three treasures of the Empire, the sword of 
Murakumo, afterwards known as Kusanagi-no- 
Tsrugugi, or the grass-cleaving sword, is considered 
the most precious and most highly to be honored, for 
it is the symbol of strength to this nation of warriors 
and the talisman of invincibility for the Emperor, 
while he holds it sacred in the shrine of his ancestors. 

Nearly two thousand years ago this sword was kept at 
the shrines of Ite, the temples dedicated to the 
worship of Amaterasu, the great and beautiful Sun 
Goddess from whom the Japanese Emperors are said 
to be descended. 

There is a story of knightly adventure and daring 
which explains why the name of the sword was 
changed from that of Murakumo to Kasanagi, which 
means grass clearing. 

Once, many, many years ago, there was bom a son to 
the Emperor Keiko, the twelfth in descent from the 
great Jimmu, the founder of the Japanese dynasty. 
This Prince was the second son of the Emperor 
Keiko, and he was named Yamato. From his 
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childhood he proved himself to be of remarkable 
strength, wisdom and courage, and his father noticed 
with pride that he gave promise of great things, and 
he loved him even more than he did his elder son. 

Now when Prince Yamato had grown to manhood (in 
the olden days of Japanese history, a boy was 
considered to have reached man's estate at the early 
age of sixteen) the realm was much troubled by a 
band of outlaws whose chiefs were two brothers, 
Kumaso and Takeru. These rebels seemed to delight 
in rebelling against the King, in breaking the laws and 
defying all authority. 

At last King Keiko ordered his younger son Prince 
Yamato to subdue the brigands and, if possible, to rid 
the land of their evil lives. Prince Yamato was only 
sixteen years of age, he had but reached his manhood 
according to the law, yet though he was such a youth 
in years he possessed the dauntless spirit of a warrior 
of fuller age and knew not what fear was. Even then 
there was no man who could rival him for courage 
and bold deeds, and he received his father's command 
with great joy. 

La insignia del gran Imperio japones esta compuesta 
por tres tesoros que han sido considerados sagrados y 
custodiados con celos desde tiempos inmemoriales. 
Estos son el Yatano-no-Kagami o el Espejo de Yata, 
el Yasakami-no-Magatama o la Joya de Yasakami, y 
el Murakumo-no-Tsurugi o la Espada de Murakumo. 

De estos tres tesoros del Imperio, la espada de 
Murakumo, mas tarde conocida como Kusanagi-no- 
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Tsrugugi, o la espada que corta hierba, se considera la 
mas preciosa y la mas digna de ser honrada, ya que es 
el sfmbolo de la fuerza de este nacion de guerreros y 
el talisman de la invencibilidad para el Emperador, 
mientras que el lo mantiene sagrado en el santuario de 
sus antepasados. 

Hace casi dos mil anos, esta espada se conservo en 
los santuarios de Ite, los templos dedicados a la 
adoracion de Amaterasu, la gran y hermosa diosa del 
sol de la que se dice que descienden los emperadores 
japoneses. 

Hay una historia de audacia y audacia caballerescas 
que explica por que el nombre de la espada cambio de 
Murakumo a Kasanagi, lo que significa la limpieza de 
la hierba. 

Una vez, muchos, muchos anos atras, nacio un hijo 
del emperador Keiko, el duodecimo descendiente del 
gran Jimmu, el fundador de la dinastfa japonesa. Este 
Principe fue el segundo hijo del Emperador Keiko, y 
fue nombrado Yamato. Desde su nine/ demostro ser 
de una fuerza, sabidurfa y coraje extraordinarios, y su 
padre se dio cuenta con orgullo de que prometfa 
grandes cosas, y lo amaba aun mas que a su hijo 
mayor. 

Ahora, cuando el Principe Yamato habfa alcanzado la 
madurez (en los viejos tiempos de la historia 
japonesa, se consideraba que un nino habfa alcanzado 
la herencia humana a la temprana edad de dieciseis 
anos), el reino estaba muy preocupado por una banda 
de forajidos cuyos jefes eran dos hermanos, Kumaso. 
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y Takeru. Estos rebeldes parecran deleitarse en 
rebelarse contra el Rey, en violar las leyes y desafiar 
toda autoridad. 

Finalmente, el rey Keiko ordeno a su hijo menor, el 
prfncipe Yamato, someter a los bandidos y, si era 
posible, librar a la tierra de sus vidas malvadas. El 
Principe Yamato tenia solo dieciseis anos de edad, 
habia alcanzado su madurez scgun la ley, y aunque 
era tan joven en anos, posera el esprritu intrepido de 
un guerrero de edad plena y no sabia que era el 
miedo. Incluso entonces no habia ningun hombre que 
pudiera rivalizar con el por valor y hechos audaces, y 
recibio el mandamiento de su padre con gran alegrra. 
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Tales of Prince Yamato Take 



The insignia of the great Japanese Empire is 
composed of three treasures which have been 
considered sacred, and guarded with jealous care 
from time immemorial. These are the Yatano-no- 
Kagami or the Mirror of Yata, the Yasakami-no- 
Magatama or the Jewel of Yasakami, and the 
Murakumo-no-Tsurugi or the Sword of Murakumo. 

Of these three treasures of the Empire, the sword of 
Murakumo, afterwards known as Kusanagi-no- 
Tsrugugi, or the grass-cleaving sword, is considered 
the most precious and most highly to be honored, for 
it is the symbol of strength to this nation of warriors 
and the talisman of invincibility for the Emperor, 
while he holds it sacred in the shrine of his ancestors. 

Nearly two thousand years ago this sword was kept at 
the shrines of Ite, the temples dedicated to the 
worship of Amaterasu, the great and beautiful Sun 
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Goddess from whom the Japanese Emperors are said 
to be descended. 

There is a story of knightly adventure and daring 
which explains why the name of the sword was 
changed from that of Murakumo to Kasanagi, which 
means grass clearing. 

Once, many, many years ago, there was bom a son to 
the Emperor Keiko, the twelfth in descent from the 
great Jimmu, the founder of the Japanese dynasty. 
This Prince was the second son of the Emperor 
Keiko, and he was named Yamato. From his 
childhood he proved himself to be of remarkable 
strength, wisdom and courage, and his father noticed 
with pride that he gave promise of great things, and 
he loved him even more than he did his elder son. 

Now when Prince Yamato had grown to manhood (in 
the olden days of Japanese history, a boy was 
considered to have reached man's estate at the early 
age of sixteen) the realm was much troubled by a 
band of outlaws whose chiefs were two brothers, 
Kumaso and Takeru. These rebels seemed to delight 
in rebelling against the King, in breaking the laws and 
defying all authority. 

At last King Keiko ordered his younger son Prince 
Yamato to subdue the brigands and, if possible, to rid 
the land of their evil lives. Prince Yamato was only 
sixteen years of age, he had but reached his manhood 
according to the law, yet though he was such a youth 
in years he possessed the dauntless spirit of a warrior 
of fuller age and knew not what fear was. Even then 


10 



Maya Aminah Sakura & Muhammad Vandestra 


there was no man who could rival him for courage 
and bold deeds, and he received his father's command 
with great joy. 

He at once made ready to start, and great was the stir 
in the precincts of the Palace as he and his trusty 
followers gathered together and prepared for the 
expedition, and polished up their armor and donned it. 
Before he left his father's Court he went to pray at the 
shrine of Ise and to take leave of his aunt the Princess 
Yamato, for his heart was somewhat heavy at the 
thought of the dangers he had to face, and he felt that 
he needed the protection of his ancestress, Amaterasu, 
the Sun Goddess. The Princess his aunt came out to 
give him glad welcome, and congratulated him on 
being trusted with so great a mission by his father the 
King. She then gave him one of her gorgeous robes as 
a keepsake to go with him and to bring him good 
luck, saying that it would surely be of service to him 
on this adventure. She then wished him all success in 
his undertaking and bade him good speed. 

The young Prince bowed low before his aunt, and 
received her gracious gift with much pleasure and 
many respectful bows. 

"I will now set out," said the Prince, and returning to 
the Palace he put himself at the head of his troops. 
Thus cheered by his aunt's blessing, he felt ready for 
all that might befall, and marching through the land 
he went down to the Southern Island of Kiushiu, the 
home of the brigands. 
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Before many days had passed he reached the 
Southern Island, and then slowly but surely made his 
way to the head-quarters of the chiefs Kumaso and 
Takeru. He now met with great difficulties, for he 
found the country exceedingly wild and rough. The 
mountains were high and steep, the valleys dark and 
deep, and huge trees and bowlders of rock blocked up 
the road and stopped the progress of his army. It was 
all but impossible to go on. 

Though the Prince was but a youth he had the wisdom 
of years, and, seeing that it was vain to try and lead 
his men further, he said to himself: 

"To attempt to fight a battle in this impassable 
country unknown to my men only makes my task 
harder. We cannot clear the roads and fight as well. It 
is wiser for me to resort to stratagem and come upon 
my enemies unawares. In that way I may be able to 
kill them without much exertion." 

So he now bade his army halt by the way. His wife, 
the Princess Ototachibana, had accompanied him, and 
he bade her bring him the robe his aunt the priestess 
of Ise had given him, and to help him attire himself as 
a woman. With her help he put on the robe, and let his 
hair down till it flowed over his shoulders. 
Ototachibana then brought him her comb, which he 
put in his black tresses, and then adorned himself with 
strings of strange jewels just as you see in the picture. 
When he had finished his unusual toilet, Ototachibana 
brought him her mirror. He smiled as he gazed at 
himself—the disguise was so perfect. 
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He hardly knew himself, so changed was he. All 
traces of the warrior had disappeared, and in the 
shining surface only a beautiful lady looked back at 
him. 

Thus completely disguised, he set out for the enemy's 
camp alone. In the folds of his silk gown, next his 
strong heart, was hidden a sharp dagger. 

The two chiefs Kumaso and Takeru wore sitting in 
their tent, resting in the cool of the evening, when the 
Prince approached. They were talking of the news 
which had recently been carried to them, that the 
King's son had entered their country with a large 
army determined to exterminate their band. They had 
both heard of the young warrior's renown, and for the 
first time in their wicked lives they felt afraid. In a 
pause in their talk they happened to look up, and saw 
through the door of the tent a beautiful woman robed 
in sumptuous garments coming towards them. Like an 
apparition of loveliness she appeared in the soft 
twilight. Little did they dream that it was their enemy 
whose coming they so dreaded who now stood before 
them in this disguise. 

"What a beautiful woman! Where has she come 
from?" said the astonished Kumaso, forgetting war 
and council and everything as he looked at the gentle 
intruder. 

He beckoned to the disguised Prince and bade him sit 
down and serve them with wine. Yamato Take felt his 
heart swell with a fierce glee for he now knew that his 
plan would succeed. However, he dissembled 
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cleverly, and putting on a sweet air of shyness he 
approached the rebel chief with slow steps and eyes 
glancing like a frightened deer. Charmed to 
distraction by the girl's loveliness Kumaso drank cup 
after cup of wine for the pleasure of seeing her pour it 
out for him, till at last he was quite overcome with the 
quantity he had drunk. 

This was the moment for which the brave Prince had 
been waiting. Flinging down the wine jar, he seized 
the tipsy and astonished Kumaso and quickly stabbed 
him to death with the dagger which he had secretly 
carried hidden in his breast. 

Takeru, the brigand's brother, was terror-struck as 
soon as he saw what was happening and tried to 
escape, but Prince Yamato was too quick for him. Ere 
he could reach the tent door the Prince was at his 
heel, his garments were clutched by a hand of iron, 
and a dagger flashed before his eyes and he lay 
stabbed to the earth, dying but not yet dead. 

"Wait one moment!" gasped the brigand painfully, 
and he seized the Prince's hand. 

Yamato relaxed his hold somewhat and said. 

"Why should I pause, thou villain?" 

The brigand raised himself fearfully and said: 

"Tell me from whence you come, and whom I have 
the honor of addressing? Hitherto I believed that my 
dead brother and I were the strongest men in the land, 
and that there was no one who could overcome us. 
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Alone you have ventured into our stronghold, alone 
you have attacked and killed us! Surely you are more 
than mortal?" 

Then the young Prince answered with a proud 
smile:—"I am the son of the King and my name is 
Yamato, and I have been sent by my father as the 
avenger of evil to bring death to all rebels! No longer 
shall robbery and murder hold my people in terror!" 
and he held the dagger dripping red above the rebel's 
head. 

"Ah," gasped the dying man with a great effort, "I 
have often heard of you. You are indeed a strong man 
to have so easily overcome us. Allow me to give you 
a new name. From henceforth you shall be known as 
Yamato Take. Our title I bequeath to you as the 
bravest man in Yamato." 

And with these noble words, Takeru fell back and 
died. 

The Prince having thus successfully put an end to his 
father's enemies in the world, was prepared to return 
to the capital. On the way back he passed through the 
province of Idum. Here he met with another outlaw 
named Idzumo Takeru who he knew had done much 
harm in the land. He again resorted to stratagem, and 
feigned friendship with the rebel under an assumed 
name. Having done this he made a sword of wood 
and jammed it tightly in the shaft of his own strong 
sword. This he purposedly buckled to his side and 
wore on every occasion when he expected to meet the 
third robber Takeru. 
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He now invited Takeru to the bank of the River 
Hinokawa, and persuaded him to try a swim with him 
in the cool refreshing waters of the river. 

As it was a hot summer's day, the rebel was nothing 
loath to take a plunge in the river, while his enemy 
was still swimming down the stream the Prince turned 
back and landed with all possible haste. Unperceived, 
he managed to change swords, putting his wooden 
one in place of the keen steel sword of Takeru. 

Knowing nothing of this, the brigand came up to the 
bank shortly. As soon as he had landed and donned 
his clothes, the Prince came forward and asked him to 
cross swords with him to prove his skill, saying: 

"Let us two prove which is the better swordsman of 
the two!" 

The robber agreed with delight, feeling certain of 
victory, for he was famous as a fencer in his province 
and he did not know who his adversary was. He 
seized quickly what he thought was his sword and 
stood on guard to defend himself. Alas! for the rebel 
the sword was the wooden one of the young Prince 
and in vain Takeru tried to unsheathe it—it was 
jammed fast, not all his exerted strength could move 
it. Even if his efforts had been successful the sword 
would have been of no use to him for it was of wood. 
Yamato Take saw that his enemy was in his power, 
and swinging high the sword he had taken from 
Takeru he brought it down with great might and 
dexterity and cut off the robber's head. 
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In this way, sometimes by using his wisdom and 
sometimes by using his bodily strength, and at other 
times by resorting to craftiness, which was as much 
esteemed in those days as it is despised in these, he 
prevailed against all the King's foes one by one, and 
brought peace and rest to the land and the people. 

When he returned to the capital the King praised him 
for his brave deeds, and held a feast in the Palace in 
honor of his safe coming home and presented him 
with many rare gifts. From this time forth the King 
loved him more than ever and would not let Yamato 
Take go from his side, for he said that his son was 
now as precious to him as one of his arms. 

But the Prince was not allowed to live an idle life 
long. When he was about thirty years old, news was 
brought that the Ainu race, the aborigines of the 
islands of Japan, who had been conquered and pushed 
northwards by the Japanese, had rebelled in the 
Eastern provinces, and leaving the vicinity which had 
been allotted to them were causing great trouble in 
the land. The King decided that it was necessary to 
send an army to do battle with them and bring them to 
reason. But who was to lead the men? 

Prince Yamato Take at once offered to go and bring 
the newly arisen rebels into subjection. Now as the 
King loved the Prince dearly, and could not bear to 
have him go out of his sight even for the length of one 
day, he was of course very loath to send him on his 
dangerous expedition. But in the whole army there 
was no warrior so strong or so brave as the Prince his 
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son, so that His Majesty, unable to do otherwise, 
reluctantly complied with Yamato's wish. 

When the time came for the Prince to start, the King 
gave him a spear called the Eight-Arms-Length-Spear 
of the Holly Tree (the handle was probably made 
from the wood of the holly tree), and ordered him to 
set out to subjugate the Eastern Barbarians as the 
Ainu were then called. 

The Eight-Arms-Length-Spear of the Holly Tree of 
those old days, was prized by warriors just as much as 
the Standard or Banner is valued by a regiment in 
these modern days, when given by the King to his 
soldiers on the occasion of setting out for war. 

The Prince respectfully and with great reverence 
received the King's spear, and leaving the capital, 
marched with his army to the East. On his way he 
visited first of all the temples of Ise for worship, and 
his aunt the Princess of Yamato and High Priestess 
came out to greet him. She it was who had given him 
her robe which had proved such a boon to him before 
in helping him to overcome and slay the brigands of 
the West. 

He told her all that had happened to him, and of the 
great part her keepsake had played in the success of 
his previous undertaking, and thanked her very 
heartily. When she heard that he was starting out once 
again to do battle with his father's enemies, she went 
into the temple, and reappeared bearing a sword and a 
beautiful bag which she had made herself, and which 
was full of flints, which in those times people used 
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instead of matches for making fire. These she 
presented to him as a parting gift. 

The sword was the sword of Murakumo, one of the 
three sacred treasures which comprise the insignia of 
the Imperial House of Japan. No more auspicious 
talisman of luck and success could she have given her 
nephew, and she bade him use it in the hour of his 
greatest need. 

Yamato Take now bade farewell to his aunt, and once 
more placing himself at the head of his men he 
marched to the farthest East through the province of 
Owari, and then he reached the province of Suruga. 
Here the governor welcomed the Prince right heartily 
and entertained him royally with many feasts. When 
these were over, the governor told his guest that his 
country was famous for its fine deer, and proposed a 
deer hunt for the Prince's amusement. The Prince was 
utterly deceived by the cordiality of his host, which 
was all feigned, and gladly consented to join in the 
hunt. 

The governor then led the Prince to a wild and 
extensive plain where the grass grew high and in 
great abundance. Quite ignorant that the governor had 
laid a trap for him with the desire to compass his 
death, the Prince began to ride hard and hunt down 
the deer, when all of a sudden to his amazement he 
saw flames and smoke bursting out from the bush in 
front of him. Realizing his danger he tried to retreat, 
but no sooner did he turn his horse in the opposite 
direction than he saw that even there the prairie was 
on fire. At the same time the grass on his left and 
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right burst into flames, and these began to spread 
swiftly towards him on all sides. He looked round for 
a chance of escape. There was none. He was 
surrounded by fire. 

"This deer hunt was then only a cunning trick of the 
enemy!" said the Prince, looking round on the flames 
and the smoke that crackled and rolled in towards him 
on every side. "What a fool I was to be lured into this 
trap like a wild beast!" and he ground his teeth with 
rage as he thought of the governor's smiling 
treachery. 

Dangerous as was his situation now, the Prince was 
not in the least confounded. In his dire extremity he 
remembered the gifts his aunt had given him when 
they parted, and it seemed to him as if she must, with 
prophetic foresight, have divined this hour of need. 
He coolly opened the flint-bag that his aunt had given 
him and set fire to the grass near him. Then drawing 
the sword of Murakumo from its sheath he set to 
work to cut down the grass on either side of him with 
all speed. He determined to die, if that were 
necessary, fighting for his life and not standing still 
waiting for death to come to him. 

Strange to say the wind began to change and to blow 
from the opposite direction, and the fiercest portion of 
the burning bush which had hitherto threatened to 
come upon him was now blown right away from him, 
and the Prince, without even a scratch on his body or 
a single hair burned, lived to tell the tale of his 
wonderful escape, while the wind rising to a gale 
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overtook the governor, and he was burned to death in 
the flames he had set alight to kill Yamato Take. 

Now the Prince ascribed his escape entirely to the 
virtue of the sword of Murakumo, and to the 
protection of Amaterasu, the Sun Goddess of Ise, who 
controls the wind and all the elements and insures the 
safety of all who pray to her in the hour of danger. 
Lifting the precious sword he raised it above his head 
many times in token of his great respect, and as he did 
this he re-named it Kusanagi-no-Tsurugi or the Grass- 
Cleaving Sword, and the place where he set fire to the 
grass round him and escaped from death in the 
burning prairie, he called Yaidzu. To this day there is 
a spot along the great Tokaido railway named Yaidzu, 
which is said to be the very place where this thrilling 
event took place. 

Thus did the brave Prince Yamato Take escape out of 
the snare laid for him by his enemy. He was full of 
resource and courage, and finally outwitted and 
subdued all his foes. Leaving Yaidzu he marched 
eastward, and came to the shore at Idzu from whence 
he wished to cross to Kadzusa. 

In these dangers and adventures he had been followed 
by his faithful loving wife the Princess Ototachibana. 
For his sake she counted the weariness of the long 
journeys and the dangers of war as nothing, and her 
love for her warrior husband was so great that she felt 
well repaid for all her wanderings if she could but 
hand him his sword when he sallied forth to battle, or 
minister to his wants when he returned weary to the 
camp. 


21 



Asia Folklore Tales of Prince Yamato Take Bilingual Edition 
English & Spanish 


But the heart of the Prince was full of war and 
conquest and he cared little for the faithful 
Ototachibana. From long exposure in traveling, and 
from care and grief at her lord's coldness to her, her 
beauty had faded, and her ivory skin was burnt brown 
by the sun, and the Prince told her one day that her 
place was in the Palace behind the screens at home 
and not with him upon the warpath. But in spite of 
rebuffs and indifference on her husband's part, 
Ototachibana could not find it in her heart to leave 
him. But perhaps it would have been better for her if 
she had done so, for on the way to Idzu, when they 
came to Owari, her heart was well-nigh broken. 

Here dwelt in a Palace shaded by pine-trees and 
approached by imposing gates, the Princess Miyadzu, 
beautiful as the cherry blossom in the blushing dawn 
of a spring morning. Her garments were dainty and 
bright, and her skin was white as snow, for she had 
never known what it was to be weary along the path 
of duty or to walk in the heat of a summer's sun. And 
the Prince was ashamed of his sunburnt wife in her 
travel-stained garments, and bade her remain behind 
while he went to visit the Princess Miyadzu. Day after 
day he spent hours in the gardens and the Palace of 
his new friend, thinking only of his pleasure, and 
caring little for his poor wife who remained behind to 
weep in the tent at the misery which had come into 
her life. Yet she was so faithful a wife, and her 
character so patient, that she never allowed a reproach 
to escape her lips, or a frown to mar the sweet sadness 
of her face, and she was ever ready with a smile to 
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welcome her husband back or usher him forth 
wherever he went. 

At last the day came when the Prince Yamato Take 
must depart for Idzu and cross over the sea to 
Kadzusa, and he bade his wife follow in his retinue as 
an attendant while he went to take a ceremonious 
farewell of the Princess Miyadzu. She came out to 
greet him dressed in gorgeous robes, and she seemed 
more beautiful than ever, and when Yamato Take saw 
her he forgot his wife, his duty, and everything except 
the joy of the idle present, and swore that he would 
return to Owari and marry her when the war was 
over. And as he looked up when he had said these 
words he met the large almond eyes of Ototachibana 
fixed full upon him in unspeakable sadness and 
wonder, and he knew that he had done wrong, but he 
hardened his heart and rode on, caring little for the 
pain he had caused her. 

When they reached the seashore at Idzu his men 
sought for boats in which to cross the straits to 
Kadzusa, but it was difficult to find boats enough to 
allow all the soldiers to embark. Then the Prince 
stood on the beach, and in the pride of his strength he 
scoffed and said: 

"This is not the sea! This is only a brook! Why do 
you men want so many boats? I could jump this if I 
would." 

When at last they had all embarked and were fairly on 
their way across the straits, the sky suddenly clouded 
and a great storm arose. The waves rose mountains 
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high, the wind howled, the lightning flashed and the 
thunder rolled, and the boat which held Ototachibana 
and the Prince and his men was tossed from crest to 
crest of the rolling waves, till it seemed that every 
moment must be their last and that they must all be 
swallowed up in the angry sea. For Kin Jin, the 
Dragon King of the Sea, had heard Yamato Take jeer, 
and had raised this terrible storm in anger, to show 
the scoffing Prince how awful the sea could be 
though it did but look like a brook. 

The terrified crew lowered the sails and looked after 
the rudder, and worked for their dear lives' sake, but 
all in vain—the storm only seemed to increase in 
violence, and all gave themselves up for lost. Then 
the faithful Ototachibana rose, and forgetting all the 
grief that her husband had caused her, forgetting even 
that he had wearied of her, in the one great desire of 
her love to save him, she determined to sacrifice her 
life to rescue him from death if it were possible. 

While the waves dashed over the ship and the wind 
whirled round them in fury she stood up and said: 

"Surely all this has come because the Prince has 
angered Rin Jin, the God of the Sea, by his jesting. If 
so, I, Ototachibana, will appease the wrath of the Sea 
God who desires nothing less than my husband's 
life!" 

Then addressing the sea she said: 

"I will take the place of His Augustness, Yamato 
Take. I will now cast myself into your outraged 
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depths, giving my life for his. Therefore hear me and 
bring him safely to the shore of Kadzusa." 

With these words she leaped quickly into the 
boisterous sea, and the waves soon whirled her away 
and she was lost to sight. Strange to say, the storm 
ceased at once, and the sea became as calm and 
smooth as the matting on which the astonished 
onlookers were sitting. The gods of the sea were now 
appeased, and the weather cleared and the sun shone 
as on a summer's day. 

Yamato Take soon reached the opposite shore and 
landed safely, even as his wife Ototachibana had 
prayed. His prowess in war was marvelous, and he 
succeeded after some time in conquering the Eastern 
Barbarians, the Ainu. 

He ascribed his safe landing wholly to the faithfulness 
of his wife, who had so willingly and lovingly 
sacrificed herself in the hour of his utmost peril. His 
heart was softened at the remembrance of her, and he 
never allowed her to pass from his thoughts even for a 
moment. Too late had he learned to esteem the 
goodness of her heart and the greatness of her love for 
him. 

As he was returning on his homeward way he came to 
the high pass of the Usui Toge, and here he stood and 
gazed at the wonderful prospect beneath him. The 
country, from this great elevation, all lay open to his 
sight, a vast panorama of mountain and plain and 
forest, with rivers winding like silver ribbons through 
the land; then far off he saw the distant sea, which 
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shimmered like a luminous mist in the great distance, 
where Ototachibana had given her life for him, and as 
he turned towards it he stretched out his arms, and 
thinking of her love which he had scorned and his 
faithlessness to her, his heart burst out into a 
sorrowful and bitter cry: 

"Azuma, Azuma, Ya!" (Oh! my wife, my wife!) And 
to this day there is a district in Tokio called Azuma, 
which commemorates the words of Prince Yamato 
Take, and the place where his faithful wife leapt into 
the sea to save him is still pointed out. So, though in 
life the Princess Ototachibana was unhappy, history 
keeps her memory green, and the story of her 
unselfishness and heroic death will never pass away. 

Yamato Take had now fulfilled all his father's orders, 
he had subdued all rebels, and rid the land of all 
robbers and enemies to the peace, and his renown was 
great, for in the whole land there was no one who 
could stand up against him, he was so strong in battle 
and wise in council. 

He was about to return straight for home by the way 
he had come, when the thought struck him that he 
would find it more interesting to take another route, 
so he passed through the province of Owari and came 
to the province of Omi. 

When the Prince reached Omi he found the people in 
a state of great excitement and fear. In many houses 
as he passed along he saw the signs of mourning and 
heard loud lamentations. On inquiring the cause of 
this he was told that a terrible monster had appeared 
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in the mountains, who daily came down from thence 
and made raids on the villages, devouring whoever he 
could seize. Many homes had been made desolate and 
the men were afraid to go out to their daily work in 
the fields, or the women to go to the rivers to wash 
their rice. 

When Yamato Take heard this his wrath was kindled, 
and he said fiercely: 

"From the western end of Kiushiu to the eastern 
comer of Yezo I have subdued all the King's 
enemies—there is no one who dares to break the laws 
or to rebel against the King. It. is indeed a matter for 
wonder that here in this place, so near the capital, a 
wicked monster has dared to take up his abode and be 
the terror of the King's subjects. Not long shall it find 
pleasure in devouring innocent folk. I will start out 
and kill it at once." 

With these words he set out for the Ibuki Mountain, 
where the monster was said to live. He climbed up a 
good distance, when all of a sudden, at a winding in 
the path, a monster serpent appeared before him and 
stopped the way. 

"This must be the monster," said the Prince; "I do not 
need my sword for a serpent. I can kill him with my 
hands." 

He thereupon sprang upon the serpent and tried to 
strangle it to death with his bare arms. It was not long 
before his prodigious strength gained the mastery and 
the serpent lay dead at his feet. Now a sudden 
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darkness came over the mountain and rain began to 
fall, so that for the gloom and the rain the Prince 
could hardly see which way to take. In a short time, 
however, while he was groping his way down the 
pass, the weather cleared, and our brave hero was 
able to make his way quickly down the mountain. 

When he got back he began to feel ill and to have 
burning pains in his feet, so he knew that the serpent 
had poisoned him. So great was his suffering that he 
could hardly move, much less walk, so he had himself 
carried to a place in the mountains famous for its hot 
mineral springs, which rose bubbling out of the earth, 
and almost boiling from the volcanic fires beneath. 

Yamato Take bathed daily in these waters, and 
gradually he felt his strength come again, and the 
pains left him, till at last one day he found with great 
joy that he was quite recovered. He now hastened to 
the temples of Ise, where you will remember that he 
prayed before undertaking this long expedition. His 
aunt, priestess of the shrine, who had blessed him on 
his setting out, now came to welcome him back. He 
told her of the many dangers he had encountered and 
of how marvelously his life had been preserved 
through all—and she praised his courage and his 
warrior's prowess, and then putting on her most 
magnificent robes she returned thanks to their 
ancestress the Sun Goddess Amaterasu, to whose 
protection they both ascribed the Prince's wonderful 
preservation. Here ends the story of Prince Yamato 
Take of Japan. 
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La Historia Del Principe Yamato Take 



La insignia del gran Imperio japones esta compuesta 
por tres tesoros que han sido considerados sagrados y 
custodiados con celos desde tiempos inmemoriales. 
Estos son el Yatano-no-Kagami o el Espejo de Yata, 
el Yasakami-no-Magatama o la Joya de Yasakami, y 
el Murakumo-no-Tsurugi o la Espada de Murakumo. 

De estos tres tesoros del Imperio, la espada de 
Murakumo, mas tarde conocida como Kusanagi-no- 
Tsrugugi, o la espada que corta hierba, se considera la 
mas preciosa y la mas digna de ser honrada, ya que es 
el sfmbolo de la fuerza de este nacion de guerreros y 
el talisman de la invencibilidad para el Emperador, 
mientras que el lo mantiene sagrado en el santuario de 
sus antepasados. 

Hace casi dos mil anos, esta espada se conservo en 
los santuarios de Ite, los templos dedicados a la 
adoracion de Amaterasu, la gran y hermosa diosa del 
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sol de la que se dice que descienden los emperadores 
japoneses. 

Hay una historia de audacia y audacia caballerescas 
que explica por que el nombre de la espada cambio de 
Murakumo a Kasanagi, lo que significa la limpieza de 
la hierba. 

Una vez, muchos, muchos anos atras, nacio un hijo 
del emperador Keiko, el duodecimo descendiente del 
gran Jimmu, el fundador de la dinastla japonesa. Este 
Principe fue el segundo hijo del Emperador Keiko, y 
fue nombrado Yamato. Desde su ninez demostro ser 
de una fuerza, sabidurfa y coraje extraordinarios, y su 
padre se dio cuenta con orgullo de que prometla 
grandes cosas, y lo amaba aun mas que a su hijo 
mayor. 

Ahora, cuando el Principe Yamato habla alcanzado la 
madurez (en los viejos tiempos de la historia 
japonesa, se consideraba que un nino habla alcanzado 
la herencia humana a la temprana edad de dieciseis 
anos), el reino estaba muy preocupado por una banda 
de forajidos cuyos jefes eran dos hermanos, Kumaso. 
y Takeru. Estos rebeldes pareclan deleitarse en 
rebelarse contra el Rey, en violar las leyes y desafiar 
toda autoridad. 

Finalmente, el rey Keiko ordeno a su hijo menor, el 
prfncipe Yamato, someter a los bandidos y, si era 
posible, librar a la tierra de sus vidas malvadas. El 
Principe Yamato tenia solo dieciseis anos de edad, 
habla alcanzado su madurez segun la ley, y aunque 
era tan joven en anos, posela el esplritu intrepido de 
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un guerrero de edad plena y no sabfa que era el 
miedo. Incluso entonces no habfa ningun hombre que 
pudiera rivalizar con el por valor y hechos audaces, y 
recibio el mandamiento de su padre con gran alegrfa. 

Inmediatamente se preparo para comenzar, y fue 
grandioso el revuelo en los recintos del Palacio 
cuando el y sus fieles seguidores se reunieron y se 
prepararon para la expedicion, y se pulieron sus 
armaduras y se pusieron. Antes de irse de la corte de 
su padre, fue a orar al santuario de Ise y despedirse de 
su tfa la princesa Yamato, porque su corazon estaba 
algo pesado ante la idea de los peligros que tenia que 
enfrentar, y sintio que necesitaba la proteccion de su 
antepasado, Amaterasu, la Diosa del Sol. La princesa, 
su tfa, salio a saludarlo y lo felicito por la gran mision 
que le habfa encomendado su padre el Rey. Luego le 
regalo una de sus hermosas tunicas como recuerdo 
para que lo acompanara y le diera buena suerte, 
diciendole que seguramente serfa util para el en esta 
aventura. Ella entonces le deseo todo el exito en su 
empresa y le ordeno buena velocidad. 

El joven prfncipe se inclino ante su tfa y recibio su 
generoso regalo con mucho placer y respetuosas 
reverencias. 

"Ahora partire", dijo el Principe, y al regresar al 
Palacio se puso a la cabeza de sus tropas. Asf 
animado por la bendicion de su tfa, se sintio listo para 
todo lo que pudiera ocurrir, y marchando por la tierra 
descendio a la isla surena de Kiushiu, la casa de los 
bandidos. 
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Antes de que hubieran pasado muchos dfas, llego a la 
Isla del Sur, y luego, lenta pero seguramente, se 
dirigio a la sede de los jefes Kumaso y Takeru. Ahora 
se encontro con grandes dificultades, ya que encontro 
el pals extremadamente salvaje y aspero. Las 
montanas eran altas y empinadas, los valles oscuros y 
profundos, y enormes arboles y piedras de roca 
bloqueaban el camino y detenfan el progreso de su 
ejercito. Era casi imposible continuar. 

Aunque el Principe era solo un joven, tenia la 
sabidurfa de los anos, y, viendo que era vano tratar de 
guiar a sus hombres aun mas, se dijo a sf mismo: 

"Intentar luchar en una batalla en este pals 
infranqueable desconocido para mis hombres solo 
dificulta mi tarea. No podemos despejar los caminos 
y luchar tambien. Es mas inteligente para rm recurrir 
a la estratagema y enfrentar a mis enemigos 
desprevenidos. Puedo matarlos sin demasiado 
esfuerzo 

Entonces el ordeno a su ejercito detenerse por el 
camino. Su esposa, la princesa Ototachibana, lo habfa 
acompanado, y el le ordeno que le trajera la tunica 
que su tfa, la sacerdotisa de Ise, le habfa dado, y que 
lo ayudara a vestirse como mujer. Con su ayuda, se 
puso la bata y se echo el pelo hasta que le corrio por 
los hombros. Ototachibana luego le trajo su peine, 
que puso en sus trenzas negras, y luego se adomo con 
cadenas de joyas extranas tal como lo ve en la 
imagen. Cuando termino su inusual bano, 
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Ototachibana le trajo su espejo. Sonrio mientras se 
miraba a si mismo, el disfraz era tan perfecto. 

Apenas se conocfa a si mismo, tan cambiado era el. 
Todos los rastros del guerrero habian desaparecido, y 
en la superficie brillante solo una hermosa dama lo 
miraba. 

Asf, completamente disfrazado, se dirigio solo al 
campamento del enemigo. En los pliegues de su 
vestido de seda, al lado de su corazon fuerte, estaba 
escondida una daga afilada. 

Los dos jefes Kumaso y Takeru estaban sentados en 
su tienda, descansando en la fresca noche, cuando el 
Principe se acerco. Hablaban de las noticias que les 
habian transmitido recientemente, de que el hijo del 
Rey habfa entrado en su pais con un gran ejercito 
decidido a exterminar a su banda. Ambos habian ofdo 
hablar del renombre del joven guerrero, y por primera 
vez en sus perversas vidas sentfan miedo. En una 
pausa en su charla, levantaron la vista y vieron a 
traves de la puerta de la tienda a una hermosa mujer 
vestida con suntuosas prendas que venfan hacia ellos. 
Como una aparicion de belleza, aparecio en el suave 
crepusculo. Poco sonaron que era su enemigo cuya 
venida terman quienes ahora estaban frente a ellos 
disfrazados. 

"jQue hermosa mujer! ^De donde ha venido?" dijo el 
sorprendido Kumaso, olvidando la guerra y el consejo 
y todo mientras miraba al gentil intruso. 
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Hizo una sena al Principe disfrazado y le pidio que se 
sentara y les sirviera vino. Yamato Take sintio que su 
corazon se hinchaba con una alegrfa feroz porque 
ahora sabia que su plan tendria exito. Sin embargo, 
disimulo habilmente, y tomando un dulce aire de 
timidez, se acercd al jefe rebelde con pasos lentos y 
ojos que miraban como un ciervo asustado. Encantada 
por la belleza de la muchacha, Kumaso bebio taza tras 
taza de vino por el placer de verla derramarse por el, 
hasta que por fin quedo completamente abrumado por 
la cantidad que habia bebido. 

Este fue el momento en que el valiente Principe habia 
estado esperando. Arrojando la jarra de vino, agarro 
al borracho y asombro a Kumaso y rapidamente lo 
apunalo hasta la muerte con la daga que secretamente 
habia llevado escondida en su pecho. 

Takeru, el hermano del bandolero, fue golpeado por 
el terror tan pronto como vio lo que estaba 
sucediendo e intento escapar, pero el Principe Yamato 
fue demasiado rapido para el. Antes de que pudiera 
llegar a la puerta de la tienda, el Principe le pisaba los 
talones, una prenda de hierro sujetaba sus prendas, y 
una daga aparecio ante sus ojos y quedo apunalado en 
la tierra, muriendo pero aun no muerto. 

"jEspere un momento!" Jadeo dolorosamente al 
bandolero, y tomo la mano del Principe. 

Yamato relajo algo su agarre y dijo. 

"(■,Por que deberia detenerme, villano?" 

El bandido se levanto con temor y dijo: 
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"(•.Dime de donde vienes, y a quien tengo el honor de 
dirigirme? Hasta ahora, crera que mi hermano muerto 
y yo eramos los hombres mas fuertes de la tierra, y 
que no habfa nadie que pudiera vencernos. Solo tu te 
has aventurado a nuestra fortaleza, jsolo tu nos has 
atacado y matado! <;Scguramcntc eres mas que 
mortal? 

Entonces el joven Principe respondio con una sonrisa 
orgullosa: "jSoy el hijo del Rey y mi nombre es 
Yamato, y mi padre me ha enviado como el vengador 
del mal para traer la muerte a todos los rebeldes! Ya 
no habra robo y jAsesinar a mi pueblo con terror! " y 
el sostuvo la daga que goteaba rojo sobre la cabeza 
del rebelde. 

"Ah", jadeo el moribundo con un gran esfuerzo, "a 
menudo he ofdo hablar de ti. De hecho eres un 
hombre fuerte que nos ha vencido tan facilmente. 
Permfteme darte un nuevo nombre. Desde ahora en 
adelante seras conocido como Toma Yamato. Nuestro 
tftulo te lo lego como el hombre mas valiente de 
Yamato ". 

Y con estas palabras nobles, Takeru retrocedio y 
murid. 

Como el Principe habra puesto fin exitosamente a los 
enemigos de su padre en el mundo, estaba preparado 
para regresar a la capital. En el camino de regreso 
paso por la provincia de Idum. Aqur se encontro con 
otro forajido llamado Idzumo Takeru, que sabfa que 
habfa hecho mucho dano en la tierra. Volvio a recurrir 
a la estratagema y fingio amistad con el rebelde bajo 
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un nombre falso. Una vez hecho esto, hizo una espada 
de madera y la apreto con fuerza en el mango de su 
propia espada. Esto, intencionalmente, se abrocho a 
su costado y se puso cada vez que esperaba 
encontrarse con el tercer ladron, Takeru. 

Ahora invito a Takeru a la orilla del rio Hinokawa, y 
lo persuadio para que tratara de nadar con el en las 
frescas y refrescantes aguas del rio. 

Como era un caluroso dfa de verano, el rebelde no 
dudaba en zambullirse en el rio, mientras su enemigo 
segufa nadando rio abajo, el Principe dio media vuelta 
y aterrizo con la mayor celeridad posible. Sin 
percatarse, se las arreglo para cambiar las espadas, 
poniendo su de madera en lugar de la afilada espada 
de acero de Takeru. 

Sin saber nada de esto, el bandolero se acerco al 
banco en breve. Apenas habla aterrizado y se habfa 
puesto la ropa, el Principe se adelanto y le pidio que 
cruzara espadas con el para demostrar su destreza, y 
le dijo: 

Dcjcnos dos probar cual es el mejor espadachin de 
los dos!" 

El ladron estuvo de acuerdo con deleite, sintiendose 
seguro de la victoria, porque era famoso como 
esgrimista en su provincia y no sabia quien era su 
adversario. Agarro rapidamente lo que crefa que era 
su espada y se puso en guardia para defenderse. ; Ay! 
para el rebelde, la espada era la de madera del joven 
prfncipe y en vano Takeru trato de desenvainarla: 
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estaba atascada rapidamente, no toda su fuerza 
ejercida podia moverla. Incluso si sus esfuerzos 
hubieran sido exitosos, la espada no le habrfa servido 
de nada, ya que era de madera. Yamato Take vio que 
su enemigo estaba en su poder, y balanceando la 
espada que le habia quitado a Takeru, la derribo con 
gran fuerza y destreza y le corto la cabeza al ladron. 

De esta manera, algunas veces usando su sabidurfa y 
algunas veces usando su fuerza corporal, y en otras 
ocasiones recurriendo a la astucia, que era tan 
estimada en aquellos dfas como es despreciada en 
estas, prevalecio contra todos los enemigos del Rey, 
uno por uno, y trajo paz y descanso a la tierra y a la 
gente. 

Cuando regreso a la capital, el rey lo elogio por sus 
valientes hazanas y celebro una fiesta en el palacio en 
honor a su regreso seguro a casa y le regalo muchos 
regalos raros. A partir de este momento, el Rey lo 
amo mas que nunca y no permitio que Yamato se 
fuera de su lado, porque dijo que su hijo era ahora tan 
valioso para el como uno de sus brazos. 

Pero al Principe no se le permitio vivir una vida 
ociosa por mucho tiempo. Cuando tenia unos treinta 
anos, se supo que la raza Ainu, los aborigenes de las 
islas de Japon, que habian sido conquistados y 
empujados hacia el norte por los japoneses, se habia 
rebelado en las provincias orientales y habian 
abandonado las inmediaciones que habian sido 
asignadas. para ellos estaban causando grandes 
problemas en la tierra. El Rey decidio que era 
necesario enviar un ejercito para luchar contra ellos y 
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llevarlos a la razon. ^Pero quien iba a liderar a los 
hombres? 

El Principe Yamato Take inmediatamente se ofrecio 
para ir y someter a los rebeldes recien surgidos al 
sometimiento. Ahora, como el Rey amaba al Principe 
profundamente, y no podia soportar que se perdiera 
de vista incluso por la duration de un dfa, era por 
supuesto muy reacio a enviarlo a su peligrosa 
expedition. Pero en todo el ejercito no habfa ningun 
guerrero tan fuerte o tan valiente como el Principe su 
hijo, por lo que Su Majestad, incapaz de hacerlo de 
otra manera, a reganadientes cumplio con el deseo de 
Yamato. 

Cuando llego el momento de que el Principe 
comenzara, el Rey le dio una lanza llamada Ocho- 
Brazos-Longitud-Lanza del Arbol del Acebo (el 
mango probablemente estaba hecho de la madera del 
arbol de acebo), y le ordeno que se fuera para 
subyugar a los barbaros orientales como se llamaba 
entonces a los ainu. 

La Ocho-Arms-Length-Spear del Holly Tree de 
aquellos viejos tiempos, era apreciada por los 
guerreros tanto como el Standard o Banner son 
valorados por un regimiento en estos tiempos 
modernos, cuando el Rey los entrega a sus soldados 
en la ocasion de salir para la guerra. 

El Principe respetuosamente y con gran reverencia 
recibio la lanza del Rey, y dejando la capital, marcho 
con su ejercito hacia el este. En su camino visito ante 
todo los templos de Ise para la adoration, y su tfa la 
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Princesa de Yamato y la Suma Sacerdotisa salieron a 
saludarlo. Ella fue quien le habfa dado su tunica que 
le habfa sido de gran ayuda en ayudarlo a veneer y 
matar a los bandidos de Occidente. 

Le conto todo lo que le habfa sucedido y la gran parte 
de su recuerdo que habfa jugado en el exito de su 
empresa anterior, y le dio las gracias de todo corazon. 
Cuando se entero de que estaba comenzando una vez 
mas a luchar contra los enemigos de su padre, entro 
en el templo y reaparecio con una espada y un 
hermoso bolso que ella misma habfa hecho, y que 
estaba lleno de piedras, que en aquellos tiempos 
personas usadas en lugar de fosforos para hacer 
fuego. Estas se las presentaron a el como un regalo de 
despedida. 

La espada era la espada de Murakumo, uno de los tres 
tesoros sagrados que comprenden las insignias de la 
Casa Imperial de Japon. No pudo haberle dado mas 
sobrino afortunado y exito a su sobrino, y ella le 
ordeno usarlo en la hora de su mayor necesidad. 

Yamato Take ahora se despidio de su tfa, y una vez 
mas poniendose a la cabeza de sus hombres marcho al 
Oriente mas lejano a traves de la provincia de Owari, 
y luego llego a la provincia de Suruga. Aquf el 
gobemador le dio la bienvenida al Principe de 
corazon y lo entretuvo con muchas fiestas. Cuando 
terminaron, el gobernador le dijo a su huesped que su 
pafs era famoso por sus excelentes ciervos, y propuso 
una caza de ciervos para la diversion del Principe. El 
prfncipe fue completamente enganado por la 
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cordialidad de su anfitrion, que fue todo fingido, y de 
buen grado consintio en unirse a la cacerfa. 

El gobernador luego condujo al Principe a una llanura 
salvaje y extensa donde la hierba crecfa alta y en gran 
abundancia. Muy ignorante de que el gobernador le 
tendio una trampa con el deseo de acercarse a su 
muerte, el Principe comenzo a cabalgar con fuerza y 
perseguir al venado, cuando de repente, ante su 
asombro, vio llamas y humo que salfan del bosque en 
delante de el. Al darse cuenta de su peligro, trato de 
retirarse, pero tan pronto como giro su caballo en la 
direccion opuesta, vio que incluso all! la pradera 
estaba ardiendo. Al mismo tiempo, la hierba a su 
izquierda y derecha estallo en llamas, y estas 
comenzaron a extenderse rapidamente hacia el por 
todos lados. Busco una oportunidad de escapar. No 
hubo ninguno. El estaba rodeado de fuego. 

"jEsta caza de ciervos fue entonces solo un astuto 
truco del enemigo!" dijo el Principe, mirando 
alrededor de las llamas y el humo que crepitaba y 
rodaba hacia el por todos lados. "jQue tonto era ser 
atrafdo a esta trampa como una bestia salvaje!" y 
rechino los dientes de ira al pensar en la sonriente 
traicion del gobernador. 

Por peligroso que fuera su situacion ahora, el Principe 
no estaba en absoluto confundido. En su extremo 
extremo, recordo los regalos que su tfa le habfa dado 
cuando se separaron, y le parecio que, con prevision 
profetica, habfa adivinado esta hora de necesidad. 
Abrio frfamente la bolsa de pedernal que su tfa le 
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habfa dado y prendio fuego a la hierba cerca de el. 
Luego, sacando la espada de Murakumo de su funda, 
se puso a trabajar para cortar la hierba a cada lado de 
el a toda velocidad. Decidio morir, si era necesario, 
luchando por su vida y no quedarse quieto esperando 
que la muerte se le acercara. 

Es extrano decir que el viento comenzo a cambiar y 
soplar desde la direccion opuesta, y la parte mas feroz 
de la zarza ardiente que hasta entonces habfa 
amenazado con alcanzarlo, ahora era arrastrada 
directamente de el, y el Principe, sin siquiera un 
rasguno en su cabeza. cuerpo o un cabello solo 
quemado, vivido para contar la historia de su 
maravillosa escapada, mientras el viento que se 
elevaba a una tormenta vencio al gobernador, y fue 
quemado hasta la muerte en las llamas que prendio 
para matar a Yamato Take. 

Ahora el Principe atribuyo su escape completamente 
a la virtud de la espada de Murakumo, y a la 
proteccion de Amaterasu, la Diosa del Sol de Ise, que 
controla el viento y todos los elementos y asegura la 
seguridad de todos los que le rezan en la hora de 
peligro Levantando la espada preciosa la levanto por 
encima de su cabeza muchas veces en serial de su 
gran respeto, y al hacerlo, la rebautizo como 
Kusanagi-no-Tsurugi o la Espada que corta hierba, y 
el lugar donde prendio fuego al la hierba lo rodeaba y 
escapo de la muerte en la ardiente pradera, llamo a 
Yaidzu. A dfa de hoy hay un lugar a lo largo del gran 
ferrocarril de Tokaido llamado Yaidzu, que se dice 
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que es el mismo lugar donde tuvo lugar este 
emocionante evento. 

Asi, el valiente Principe Yamato logro escapar de la 
trampa que le tendio su enemigo. Estaba lleno de 
recursos y coraje, y finalmente burlo y sometio a 
todos sus enemigos. Dejando Yaidzu marcho hacia el 
este, y llego a la orilla en Idzu desde donde deseaba 
cruzar a Kadzusa. 

En estos peligros y aventuras, su fiel y amorosa 
esposa, la princesa Ototachibana, lo habfa seguido. 
Por su bien, ella consideraba el cansancio de los 
largos viajes y los peligros de la guerra como nada, y 
su amor por su esposo guerrero era tan grande que se 
sentia bien recompensada por todas sus andanzas si 
podia entregar su espada cuando salia. para luchar, o 
ministrar a sus necesidades cuando regreso cansado al 
campamento. 

Pero el corazon del Principe estaba lleno de guerra y 
conquista y le importaban poco los fieles 
Ototachibana. Por la larga exposicion al viajar, y por 
el cuidado y la pena por la frialdad de su senor, su 
belleza se habia desvanecido, y su piel de marfil 
estaba quemada por el sol, y el Principe le dijo un dia 
que su lugar estaba en el Palacio detras del pantallas 
en casa y no con el en la guerra. Pero a pesar de los 
desaires y la indiferencia por parte de su esposo, 
Ototachibana no pudo dejarlo en su corazon. Pero tal 
vez hubiera sido mejor para ella si lo hubiera hecho, 
porque de camino a Idzu, cuando llegaron a Owari, su 
corazon estaba casi roto. 
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Aqul vivla en un palacio a la sombra de los pinos y se 
acercaba por las imponentes puertas, la princesa 
Miyadzu, hermosa como el cerezo en flor en el 
amanecer ruborizado de una manana de primavera. 
Sus ropas eran delicadas y brillantes, y su piel era 
blanca como la nieve, porque nunca habla sabido lo 
que era estar cansada a lo largo del camino del deber 
o caminar bajo el calor del sol de verano. Y el 
Principe estaba avergonzado de su esposa quemada 
por el sol con sus ropas manchadas por el viaje, y le 
ordeno que se quedara all! mientras visitaba a la 
Princesa Miyadzu. Dla tras dla pasaba horas en los 
jardines y en el palacio de su nuevo amigo, pensando 
solo en su placer, y cuidandose poco de su pobre 
esposa, que se quedaba atras para llorar en la tienda 
por la miseria que habla entrado en su vida. Sin 
embargo, era una esposa tan fiel, y su caracter tan 
paciente, que nunca permitio que un reproche 
escapara de sus labios, ni fruncio el ceno para acallar 
la dulce tristeza de su rostro, y siempre estaba lista 
con una sonrisa para darle la bienvenida a su marido. 
o lo conducen a donde sea que vaya. 

Por fin llego el dla en que el Principe Yamato Take 
debla partir hacia Idzu y cruzar el mar hacia Kadzusa, 
y le ordeno a su esposa seguirle en su sequito como 
asistente mientras el se despedla ceremoniosamente 
de la Princesa Miyadzu. Salio a saludarlo vestida con 
hermosas tunicas, y parecla mas hermosa que nunca, 
y cuando Yamato Take la vio se olvido de su esposa, 
su deber y todo menos la alegrla del pre sente inactivo, 
y juro que volverla a Owari y casarse con ella cuando 
la guerra hay a terminado. Y cuando alzo la vista 
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cuando dijo estas palabras, se encontro con los 
grandes ojos almendrados de Ototachibana, fijos en el 
con indescriptible tristeza y asombro, y supo que 
habfa hecho algo malo, pero endurecio su corazon y 
siguio cabalgando, sin preocuparse por nada. el dolor 
que le causo. 

Cuando llegaron a la orilla del mar en Idzu, sus 
hombres buscaron barcos para cruzar el estrecho 
hacia Kadzusa, pero era diffcil encontrar barcos lo 
suficiente para permitir que todos los soldados se 
embarcaran. Entonces el Principe se paro en la playa, 
y en el orgullo de su fuerza se burlo y dijo: 

"jEste no es el mar! ;Esto es solo un arroyo! ,-Por que 
ustedes quieren tantos barcos? Podrfa saltar esto si lo 
quisiera". 

Cuando por fin todos se embarcaron y ya estaban 
cruzando el estrecho, el cielo se nublo repentinamente 
y surgio una gran tormenta. Las olas subfan por las 
montanas, el viento aullaba, los relampagos 
centelleaban y los truenos rodaban, y el bote que 
sostenfa a Ototachibana y al Principe y sus hombres 
fue arrojado desde la cresta a la cresta de las olas, 
hasta que parecio que cada momento debfa ser su 
ultimo y que todos deben ser tragados en el mar 
embravecido. Porque Kin Jin, el Rey Dragon del Mar, 
habfa escuchado a Yamato burlarse de el, y habfa 
provocado esta terrible tormenta con furia, para 
mostrarle al burlon prfncipe lo horrible que podfa ser 
el mar, aunque parecfa un arroyo. 
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La tripulacion aterrorizada bajo las velas y cuido del 
timon, y trabajo en beneficio de sus queridas vidas, 
pero todo fue en vano: la tormenta solo parecio 
aumentar en violencia, y todos se entregaron por 
perdidos. Entonces la fiel Ototachibana se levanto, y 
olvidando todo el dolor que su esposo le habfa 
causado, olvidando incluso que el se habfa cansado de 
ella, en el gran deseo de su amor por salvarlo, ella 
decidio sacrificar su vida para rescatarlo de la muerte 
si fuera posible. 

Mientras las olas se precipitaban sobre la nave y el 
viento se arremolinaba alrededor de ellos con furia, 
ella se puso de pie y dijo: 

"Seguramente todo esto ha venido porque el Principe 
ha enfurecido a Rin Jin, el Dios del Mar, por sus 
bromas. Si es asf, yo, Ototachibana, apaciguare la ira 
del Dios del Mar que desea nada menos que la vida 
de mi esposo". 

Luego, dirigiendose al mar, ella dijo: 

"Tomare el lugar de Su Augustness, Yamato Take. 
Ahora me arrojare en tus profundidades indignadas, 
dando mi vida por la suya. Por lo tanto, escuchame y 
llevalo a salvo a la costa de Kadzusa". 

Con estas palabras salto rapidamente al bullicioso 
mar, y las olas pronto la alejaron y la perdio de vista. 
Es extrano decir que la tormenta ceso de inmediato y 
el mar se volvio tan tranquilo y liso como la estera 
sobre la que estaban sentados los atonitos 
espectadores. Los dioses del mar ahora se calmaron, y 
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el clima se despejo y el sol brillo como en un dfa de 
verano. 

Yamato Take Soon llego a la orilla opuesta y aterrizo 
con seguridad, incluso cuando su esposa 
Ototachibana habfa rezado. Su destreza en la guerra 
fue maravillosa, y tuvo exito despues de un tiempo en 
la conquista de los barbaros orientales, los ainu. 

El atribuyo su aterrizaje seguro totalmente a la 
fidelidad de su esposa, que tan voluntaria y 
amorosamente se habfa sacrificado a sf misma en la 
hora de su mayor peligro. Su corazon se ablando al 
recordarla, y nunca permitio que ella dejara de pensar, 
ni siquiera por un momento. Demasiado tarde habfa 
aprendido a apreciar la bondad de su corazon y la 
grandeza de su amor por el. 

Mientras regresaba en su camino de regreso a casa, 
llego al paso alto del Usui Toge, y allf se quedo 
parado y contemplo la maravillosa perspectiva debajo 
de el. El pafs, desde esta gran elevacion, todo estaba 
abierto a su vista, un vasto panorama de montanas, 
llanuras y bosques, con rfos serpenteantes como 
cintas de plata a traves de la tierra; luego, lejos, vio el 
mar lejano, que brillaba como una niebla luminosa en 
la gran distancia, donde Ototachibana le habfa dado la 
vida por el, y cuando se volvio hacia el, extendio los 
brazos y penso en su amor que habfa despreciado. y 
su infidelidad a ella, su corazon estallo en un llanto 
doloroso y amargo: 

"Azuma, Azuma, Ya!" (jOh, mi esposa, mi esposa!) 
Y hasta el dfa de hoy hay un distrito en Tokio 
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llamado Azuma, que conmemora las palabras del 
Principe Yamato Take, y el lugar donde su fiel esposa 
salto al mar para salvarlo todavfa se senala . 
Entonces, aunque en la vida la Princesa Ototachibana 
era infeliz, la historia mantiene su memoria verde, y 
la historia de su generosidad y muerte heroica nunca 
pasara. 

Yamato Take habfa cumplido todas las ordenes de su 
padre, habfa sometido a todos los rebeldes y habfa 
liberado a la tierra de todos los ladrones y enemigos 
de la paz, y su fama era grande, ya que en toda la 
tierra no habfa nadie que pudiera enfrentarse a el. , el 
era tan fuerte en la batalla y sabio en el consejo. 

Estaba a punto de regresar directamente a casa por el 
camino por el que habfa venido, cuando se le ocurrio 
que le resultarfa mas interesante tomar otra ruta, por 
lo que paso por la provincia de Owari y llego a la 
provincia de Omi. 

Cuando el Principe llego a Omi, encontro a la gente 
en un estado de gran excitacion y miedo. En muchas 
casas, al pasar, vio signos de luto y escucho fuertes 
lamentos. Al preguntarle la causa de esto, le dijeron 
que habfa aparecido un monstruo terrible en las 
montanas, que a diario bajaba de allf e incursionaba 
en las aldeas, devorando a quien pudiera apoderarse. 
Muchas casas habfan quedado desoladas y los 
hombres tenfan miedo de salir a su trabajo diario en 
los campos, o las mujeres a ir a los rfos para lavar el 
arroz. 
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Cuando Yamato Take escucho esto, su ira se 
encendio, y el dijo ferozmente: 

"Desde el extremo occidental de Kiushiu hasta la 
esquina este de Yezo, he sometido a todos los 
enemigos del Rey; no hay nadie que se atreva a 
romper las leyes o rebelarse contra el Rey. Es 
realmente una cuestion de asombro que aquf en este 
lugar, tan cerca de la capital, un monstruo malvado se 
ha atrevido a tomar su morada y ser el terror de los 
subditos del rey. No tardara mucho en devorar a gente 
inocente. Comenzare y lo matare de inmediato ". 

Con estas palabras se dirigio a la montana Ibuki, 
donde se decfa que vivfa el monstruo. Subio una 
buena distancia, cuando de repente, en una curva en 
el camino, una serpiente monstruosa aparecio ante el 
y detuvo el camino. 

"Este debe ser el monstruo", dijo el Principe; "No 
necesito mi espada como serpiente. Puedo matarlo 
con mis manos". 

Entonces salto sobre la serpiente e intento 
estrangularla con sus brazos desnudos. No paso 
mucho tiempo antes de que su prodigiosa fuerza 
ganara el dominio y la serpiente yaciera muerta a sus 
pies. Ahora una oscuridad repentina se apodero de la 
montana y la lluvia comenzo a caer, por lo que para la 
penumbra y la lluvia el Principe apenas podia ver que 
camino tomar. Sin embargo, en un corto tiempo, 
mientras avanzaba a tientas por el paso, el tiempo se 
aclaro, y nuestro valiente heroe fue capaz de avanzar 
rapidamente por la montana. 
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Cuando regreso comenzo a sentirse enfermo y tener 
dolores ardientes en los pies, por lo que sabla que la 
serpiente lo habla envenenado. Tan grande era su 
sufrimiento que apenas podia moverse, mucho menos 
caminar, por lo que se habla llevado a un lugar en las 
montanas famoso por sus manantiales de aguas 
termales, que se elevaban burbujeantes de la tierra y 
casi hirviendo por los fuegos volcanicos que habla 
debajo. 

Yamato. Tomar un bano diario en estas aguas, y poco 
a poco sintio que su fuerza volvla, y los dolores lo 
abandonaron, hasta que finalmente un dla se encontro 
con gran alegrfa de que estaba completamente 
recuperado. Ahora se apresuro a ir a los templos de 
Ise, donde recordara que oro antes de emprender esta 
larga expedicion. Su tla, sacerdotisa del santuario, que 
lo habla bendecido en su partida, ahora vino a darle la 
bienvenida. Le conto sobre los muchos peligros que 
habla encontrado y de como su vida habla sido 
preservada maravillosamente a traves de todos, y ella 
elogio su coraje y la destreza de su guerrero, y luego, 
poniendose sus mas suntuosas tunicas, regreso gracias 
a su antepasado, la Diosa del Sol Amaterasu. , a cuya 
proteccion ambos atribuyeron la maravillosa 
preservacion del Principe. 

Aqul termina la historia de Prince Yamato Take of 
Japan. 


49 



Asia Folklore Tales of Prince Yamato Take Bilingual Edition 
English & Spanish 


50 




